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Cutting your Council Tax bill
There are several ways to cut your Council
Tax bill.
You might qualify for Council Tax Support
if your income and savings are
not too high.
You can also get discounts on
your Council Tax if you live on
your own or have had certain
adaptations made to your home.
Council Tax Support is claimed
from your local Council. In Stoke
-on-Trent, call: 01782 234234
Usually, you cannot claim if you have more
than £16,000 in savings, investments or
property. The value of the home you live
in is not counted.
How Council Tax Support is worked out
The Council compares your income and
savings with an amount the Government
say you need to live on, which they call
your applicable amount. For people aged
65 or over this is:

£176.40 for a single pensioner

£263.80 for a retired couple (only
one has to be over 65)
If you (or your partner) are over pension
credit age but under 65 the amounts are
£163.00 for a single pensioner and 248.80
for a couple.
If your income and savings are lower than
your applicable amount, you might not
have to pay any Council Tax.

If you have more income than the
applicable amount you may still be entitled
to some Council Tax Support. See example
below.
If you already get Guarantee Pension
Credit, you will usually have no Council Tax
to pay, even if you have over £16,000 in
savings.
Example:
Surinder is aged 67 and retired. He has a
State Retirement Pension of £150 per week
and a works pension worth £35 per week.
He also has £14,000 in savings. £10,000 of
this is ignored but he is treated as having
£1 available to spend for each £500 (or part
of £500) over that, adding £8 per week to
his income. This is called tariff income.
The amount Surinder needs to live on, as a
single pensioner without a disability, is
£176.40
His income is £193 per week, £16.60 more
than his applicable amount.
Surinder will have to pay one fifth of this
surplus income towards his Council Tax,
which works out to be £3.32 per week.
Council Tax Support will usually cover the
rest.

If you get Attendance
Allowance or other disability
benefits
If you get Attendance Allowance, Disability
Living Allowance for care needs or Personal
Independence Payment for daily living,
your Council Tax Support might be worked
out more generously. This is because a
‘severe disability premium’ is included in
the Council’s calculations.
This only applies if you live alone and
nobody gets Carers Allowance for looking
after you.
(If the people you live with are blind or
getting one of the disability benefits above
you are still counted as living alone.)
The applicable amount for a single
pensioner (who is 65 or over) in this
situation is £240.70 For a couple, where
one is aged 65 or over and both receive
the disability benefits listed and one has a
carer getting carers allowance, the
applicable amount is £328.10. If neither
has a carer getting carers allowance, the
applicable amount is £392.40.

